REMARKS BY MS JOYCE R. ARYEE, CEO, GHANA CHAMBER OF MINES AT THE COMMISSIONING OF A KVA GENERATOR FOR THE NATIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 2007

Nana President

Nananom,

Members of the Press,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

All other Protocols Observed,

On behalf of members of the Ghana Chamber of Mines and on my own behalf, I would like to thank Nananom for another opportunity for us to visit this esteemed and noble house. As you would recall, at the kind invitation of the President, Odeneho Gyapong Ababio II, the Chamber addressed this house on the menace of illegal mining activities in mining communities in November last year.

At that meeting, Nananom made invaluable contribution on how illegal mining could be addressed. This august house proposed the formation of a consultative forum for the industry to address the problems associated with illegal mining. The Chamber, on the other hand, pleaded with you to collaborate with us in our advocacy for the use of mining as a catalyst for national development. 

It has been nine months since our last meeting and we thought it wise to visit you once again and to update you on current developments in the industry. Since our meeting, we have visited the Brong Ahafo Regional House of Chiefs and plan to visit the Western Regional House of Chiefs before the year ends.

Distinguished Nana President and Nananom, we are pleased to mention that we have increased our advocacy for minerals royalties to be increased and tied to specific development projects in mining communities, and we would once again entreat Nananom to add your voice to our request to government. 

We would also like to use this opportunity to commission the 12 KVA Generator, which the Chamber and its members have donated to Nananom for use in wake of the current energy crisis. We know the burden of responsibilities you bear and are happy to contribute in this small way to the success of your work. 

Nananom, for the benefit of those who are interested in figures, I would like to state that the cost of the generator (actual purchase, installation cost including cabling, change over switch and labour) is at ¢61,300,000 (GH¢ 6,130). This forms part of our Corporate Social Responsibility projects for the year 2007 and we are glad to note that would be of immense benefit to this august house.

Thank you for your kind attention.

