COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE POLICY DIALOGUE WORKSHOP ORGANISED BY THE GHANA CHAMBER OF MINES IN COLLABORATION WITH BUSAC FUND ON MAINSTREAMING ARTISANAL AND SMALL SCALE MINING IN GHANA HELD ON TUESDAY, 24TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT M’PAZA HOTEL, ACCRA. 
The Small Scale Mining Law 1989 (PNDCL 218), now repealed, first legalized the operations of Small Scale Mining (SSM) in Ghana. This has been continued in the Minerals and Mining Act, 2006 (Act 703). 
The Chamber’s position is that Licensed Artisanal and Small Scale Mining (ASM) should be encouraged and harnessed as a legitimate vocation for local economic development; on the contrary, illegal Mining is a menace and should not be countenanced in any form.
PARTICIPATION: Participants at the policy dialogue which included representatives from  Ministries, Departments and Agencies responsible for Mining and the Environment, Representatives of the Mining Companies, National Association of Small Scale Miners and several NGOS with Interest in mining, agreed that: 
THE COMMUNIQUE:

· Artisanal Mining and Small Scale Mining (SSM) should be clearly defined in the regulations to the Minerals and Mining Act, Act 703 to make it easy for enforcement.
· Government should have a policy on Artisanal and Small Scale Mining (ASM) and make it key in its economic agenda.
· Government and Regulatory Agencies should strictly enforce the law which makes mining without license a criminal activity. 
· Government should review and update already existing laws and regulation to make them more relevant to the current needs and challenges of the industry. 

· There are serious security implications for national security as the encroachers often wield deadly weapons for self defence knowing of the illegal nature of their operations. This has the potential to  spill over  to other parts of the Country posing further challenges in the control of small arms.  

· Government should completely decentralise the  Licensing processes to speed up the processes acquiring small scale licenses and concessions. 
· Activities of illegal and uncontrolled Artisanal and Small Scale Mining causes a lot of environmental hazards including damage to national assets such as road infrastructure and water bodies.
· Good percentage of royalties accruing to Government should be invested in mining communities. 

· Government should emphasize infrastructural development, i.e. building roads and setting up of industries to provide Alternative livelihoods for Mining Communities

· The Minerals and Mining Act, 2006 (Act 703) Section 83 reserves ASM to Ghanaians only; Government and Regulatory Agencies should Identify non-Ghanaians currently engaged in ASM contrary to the law and deal with them accordingly

· The Minerals Commission should do more public education about the laws and operations of the Small Scale mining sector.
· Minerals Commission should develop purchasing forms to capture data on the source and quantity of gold purchases by licensing buying companies.
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The Ghana Chamber of Mines, Accra.   

Promoting Socially and Environmentally Responsible Mining in Ghana

Postal Address: P. O. Box 991, Accra, Ghana. Telephone:  (233-21) 760652, 761893, Fax: (233-21) 760653 

E-mail:

chamber@ghanachamberofmines.org  
Website:
www: ghanachamberofmines.org
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